25X1

M9R000700510019-2

-, L liralid
qamsinn 26,350

Paad

N 4
w3 #
H : o s e

%4 Growth Rat

Union seems just as elusive, ju
cult to predict or pin down, as
United States. Three years 8go.. wil
‘hiead of the Central Intelligence Agep;
Dulles forecast that the Boviel'’s g0 ste
would bring that country “dangerously ciose
:to the etonomic level of this ond by 1970, Liter, S v
{apparently under the impression that a CIA SRR ; L
i director surely ought to know what he's talk- £ b o BN
!Ing ebout, Premier Khrushchev also selected - - R S
1970 as the year for overtaking America. But ; E
; last February Under Secretary of the Treasury E ’

‘ Henry Fowler, projecting on the basl&ot; -

i growth trends of the 1050's, said Soviet oiftpiis ¢

. would not equal this country's until 19800 " " %

. Now comes another economist, willard

: Thorp, testifying before a jolnt congressiona)

: economic committee. He notes that optimistic

! Soviet predictions have now advanced to 1980 ¢

) (presumably on the assumption that Mr. Fow-§

ller knew what HE was talking nbont: Jast;

| February) and even that is tog soon, 4s A'F

{matter of fact, according o ‘Mr. Thotrp,it

! goviet growth rate s slowing dowi conagider-

“ably. In the past four years It actnally hbs
lagged behind the cconomic growth of Jaggx\

1 Ttaly and West Germany and is bareli% ﬂh

. ing up with that of Frauce. 3y

Inexplicably Mr. Thorp does not plck g year
in the distant futurc when he thinksr-thet
catch-up will eucur. Perhaps, cgmpassiouatgl '
he docsn’t want the Sovicts to assume' 3
knows what he's talking sbout and be :dise.
!/ gppointed again. sl
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